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Hillel – Hillel, referred to as the Elder due to his position in the Sanhedrin, was
born in Babylonia and lived in Jerusalem during the time of King Herod and
the Roman Emperor Augustus, about a hundred years before the destruction
of the Second Temple. He and his colleague Shammai were the last of the
zugot, the pairs of tanna’im who played a role in establishing the Mishna.
Although Hillel and Shammai established two distinct schools, Beit Hillel and
Beit Shammai, and their disciples were involved in many controversies, Hillel
and Shammai themselves disagreed only with regard to three or four
cases. The real difference between them was one of character. Hillel was a
calm and gentle individual who avoided con�ict whenever possible, whereas
Shammai was stern and uncompromising. When approached by a potential
convert whom Shammai had rejected because he wished to learn the entire
Torah on one leg, Hillel offered him the maxim: That which is hateful to you,
do not do to your fellow. That is the whole Torah, and the rest is its
interpretation; go and learn. According to tradition, Hillel arrived in Eretz
Yisrael to study at age forty in a state of poverty, but his perseverance brought
him to the attention of Shemaya and Avtalyon, the heads of the academy, who
welcomed him into the study hall. Ultimately, serving those scholars allowed
him to settle questions whose solutions were unknown to others, and he was
appointed head of the Sanhedrin. The Gemara compares Hillel to Ezra the
Scribe, crediting him with reestablishing Torah at a period in history when it
was being forgotten (Sukka 20a).

Pirkei Avot 2:4-7

(4) ... Hillel said: do not separate
yourself from the community, Do
not trust in yourself until the day of
your death, Do not judge your fellow
until you have reached her place. Do
not say something that cannot be

׳זמשנה אבות ב׳:ד׳-

ְפרֹׁש ִמן ל אֹוֵמר, ַאל ּתִ (ד) ... ִהּלֵ
ַעְצְמָך ַעד יֹום ֲאִמין ּבְ ּבוּר, ְוַאל ּתַ ַהּצִ

ִדין ֶאת ֲחֵבְרָך ַעד מֹוְתךָ, ְוַאל ּתָ
ָבר יַע ִלְמקֹומֹו, ְוַאל ּתֹאַמר ּדָ ּגִ ּתַ ׁשֶ

ַמע. ָ ּסֹופֹו ְלִהׁשּ מַֹע, ׁשֶ ר ִלׁשְ ִאי ֶאְפׁשָ ׁשֶ
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understood [trusting] that in the
end it will be understood. Say not:
‘when I shall have leisure I shall
study;’ perhaps you will not have
leisure.
(5) Hillel used to say: A brute is not
sin-fearing, nor is an ignorant
person pious; nor can a timid person
learn, nor can an impatient person
teach; nor will someone who
engages too much in business
become wise. In a place where there
are no men (decent people), strive to
be a man (decent person).
(6) Moreover Hillel saw a skull
�oating on the face of the water. He
said to it: because you drowned
others, they drowned you. And in
the end, they that drowned you will
be drowned.
(7) He used to say: The more �esh,
the more worms; The more property,
the more anxiety; The more women,
the more witchcraft; The more
maidservants, the more lewdness;
The more manservants, the more
robbery;
[But] the more Torah, the more life;
The more sitting [in the company of
scholars], the more wisdom; The
more counsel, the more
understanding; The more charity,
the more peace. If one acquires a
good name, she has acquired
something for herself;

א ּמָ ֶנה, ׁשֶ ֶנה ֶאׁשְ ִאּפָ ְוַאל ּתֹאַמר ִלְכׁשֶ
ֶנה: לֹא ִתּפָ

(ה) הוּא ָהיָה אֹוֵמר, ֵאין ּבוּר ְיֵרא
ֵחְטא, ְולֹא ַעם ָהָאֶרץ ָחִסיד, ְולֹא

ד, ְולֹא ָדן ְמַלּמֵ ּפְ ן ָלֵמד, ְולֹא ַהּקַ ְיׁשָ ַהּבַ
ים. ה ִבְסחֹוָרה ַמְחּכִ ְרּבֶ ָכל ַהּמַ

ל ּדֵ ּתַ ים, ִהׁשְ ֵאין ֲאָנׁשִ וְּבָמקֹום ׁשֶ
ִלְהיֹות ִאיׁש:

(ו) ַאף הוּא ָרָאה ֻגְלּגֶֹלת ַאַחת
ִים. ָאַמר ָלּה, ַעל ֵני ַהּמַ ָפה ַעל ּפְ ּצָ ׁשֶ

, ַאְטפוְּך. ְוסֹוף ְמִטיַפִיְך ֲאֵטְפּתְ ּדַ
ְיטוּפוּן:

ר, ה ָבׂשָ (ז) הוּא ָהיָה אֹוֵמר, ַמְרּבֶ
ה ה ְנָכִסים, ַמְרּבֶ ה. ַמְרּבֶ ה ִרּמָ ַמְרּבֶ

ִפים. ה ְכׁשָ ים, ַמְרּבֶ ה ָנׁשִ ְדָאָגה. ַמְרּבֶ
ה ה. ַמְרּבֶ ה ִזּמָ ָפחֹות, ַמְרּבֶ ה ׁשְ ַמְרּבֶ

ה ָגֵזל. ֲעָבִדים, ַמְרּבֶ
ה ה ַחּיִים. ַמְרּבֶ ה תֹוָרה, ַמְרּבֶ ַמְרּבֶ

ה ֵעָצה, ה ָחְכָמה. ַמְרּבֶ יָבה, ַמְרּבֶ ְיׁשִ
ה ה ְצָדָקה, ַמְרּבֶ ה ְתבוָּנה. ַמְרּבֶ ַמְרּבֶ
ם טֹוב, ָקָנה ְלַעְצמֹו. לֹום. ָקָנה ׁשֵ ׁשָ

ָקָנה לֹו ִדְבֵרי תֹוָרה, ָקָנה לֹו ַחּיֵי
א: ָהעֹוָלם ַהּבָ

If one acquires for himself
knowledge of Torah, he has acquired
life in the world to come.


