
Rest or Rebellion? 
 
A Relational God 
 
And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and 
worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and 
myrrh. (Matthew 2:11) 
 
A Rebellious People 
 

Moses begins burning the golden calf in the 
fire. (Exodus 32:20) 

Aaron finished the calf by putting it in the 
fire. (Exodus 32:4) 

Moses grinds the golden calf. (Exodus 32:20) Aaron formed it with an engraving tool. 
(Exodus 32:4) 

Moses scatters the calf’s powder and makes 
the people drink it. (Exodus 32:20) 

Aaron gathered the gold from the people to 
begin making it (Exodus 32:3) 

Moses then turns to Aaron and asks, “What 
did this people do to you that you have 
brought such a great sin upon them?” 
(Exodus 32:21) 

The people first ask Aaron, “Up, make us 
gods who shall go before us!” (Exodus 32:1) 

 

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19 For what can be known about God is 
plain to them, because God has shown it to them. 20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his 
eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the 
world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. 21 For although they 
knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their 
thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became 
fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and 
birds and animals and creeping things. 

24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of 
their bodies among themselves, 25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and 
worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. 

32 Though they know God's righteous decree that those who practice such things deserve to die, 
they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them. (Romans 1:18-25, 32) 
 
 
 
 
 



A Radical Intercession 
 
33 Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? 
Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of 
God, who indeed is interceding for us. (Romans 8:33-34) 
 
Consequently, he [Jesus] is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through 
him, since he always lives to make intercession for them. (Hebrews 7:25) 
 
17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 And we all, 
with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same 
image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.  
(2 Corinthians 3:17-18)  
 
A Restored Shabbat Shalom 
 
11 Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of 
disobedience. 12 For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the 
thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13 And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all 
are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account. (Hebrews 4:11-13) 
 
 
 


